Addendum to Dissertation 2007

Oaxaca Students from the Bible Institute of

Baja, return to their homeland as
Missionaries, 2008-2011

The following section is taken from the doctrinal dissertation in 2007 by

Don Nagle. A summary of interviews of non Oaxacan missionaries from

the region 2007 concluded:

1.

Foreign missionaries have not been successful in bringing the Gospel
to the indigenous people tribes.
they have never been accepted nor completely trusted by the local
peoples. Stories passed down through the generations (whether true or
not) say that Americans came and robbed the indigenous people of their

gold and antiquities, therefore foreigners are not trusted.

Many Oaxacan men who went to the United States to work and then
received Christ returned home to share the Good News with their

families, and later have fallen into sin and ruined their

Becal

testi monyédestroying completely their &

Men who returned to share the Gospel were not formally prepared in

the Word, nor did they have the support of a church or other believers



praying for them, assisting them in difficult situations, or providing

accountability.

4. The successful and few enduring men who have returned to begin a
pastoral work among the indigenous people have had missionaries mentor
them personally. The numbers of those that are still faithful to the Lord in
his work in Oaxaca are very few, but the need for trained indigenous

ministers continues to be great in the Chalcatongo region.

5. The key to softening the hearts of the indigenous people is

demonstrating love, and living a life that is consistent with your testimony.

In September 2007, we discussed four basic needs the brothers would have

to be met in order to return. In order of priority it was decided that:

1. Senen would need to go in advance and prepare his house for the
family. He needs to add a bathroom, possibly another bedroom, seal the
walls from the cold, and add windows, electricity and water. Senen decided

to take his family with him in November 2008.

2. A home for Beni and his family would need to be built before the family
cameé (Beni finished his last year of IBB and will graduate in June 2009.

See page 40 in the appendix for an update).



3. They need to find a way to sustain their families (work). There was much

discussion as to what they could do.

4. They both need to finish their year in the Bible Institute and be more
prepared to teach and share the word. (This summary comes from pp.113-

114 of the doctrinal dissertation completed in 2007)

Graduation and Preparation from the

Mission Field

Senen and Marisol graduated in June 2008 after two years study in the Instituto
Biblico Baja, then return to Oaxaca as missionaries in November 2008. They left
the Valley of San Quintin and Papalote after twenty years on November 5, 2008.
(Senen thought it would be best not to travel until after the Days of the Dead
celebration on October 31 and November 1, 2008 because of the strong evil

spirits activity in the village during this time).

Beni needed to finish more course work in 2009 before moving back to Oaxaca.

His graduation is scheduled for June 2009.



Correspondence since moving back to

Oaxaca

The following emails are correspondences with Senen and Marisol, missionary

appointees to Oaxaca. They are two of the six graduates from the Instituto

Biblico Baja that completed their studies in June 2008 and have eagerly

prepared for this trip. Marisol is the niece of Senen. The family members that

assisted him are his wife, Bernadita, son Manuel (12), daughters Sarah (5) and

Salmai (4). They have returned to their home villages (ranchos) near the town

center called Chalcatongo. Mari sol 6s Plamc de iAy ad al laemdl
is Chapultepec. They are about three kilometers apart, uphill seemingly both

ways.

*The following correspondences were translated by Ilene Nagle and compiled by

Don Nagle.*

E-Team email to supporters (sent by llene Nagle)

November 11, 2008

Senen and Bernadita and family along with Marisol (a niece also commissioned
as a missionary) left November 5" for Chalcatongo, Oaxaca as our missionaries.

We have anxiously awaited hearing from them. Today they called.



These brothers have returned to a place of darkness, a place in Satan's control
and they are feeling presence of evil around them. They desperately need our

prayers.

They left Papalote on Wednesday and rode the bus day and night and arrived
late Saturday night. Their little house (made of wood walls, rock floor) has been
vacant for more than 23 years. They have no beds or table etc. yet. They are
sleeping on the ground. They have been working hard to remove the weeds and
dirt around the house. They have been able to begin slowly making contact with

family members that live there.

Here is how Senen and Bernadita have asked you to pray:

1. There is a current wave of violation of children and women. They have to
be very careful never to let their children (including Manuel 12) be alone. Manuel
starts school on Monday. Please pray for a hedge of protection especially

around the children and Bernadita and Marisol.

2. Bernadita says there is tremendous idolatry which brings fear of anything
new.
3. Families are gone all day and only available to talk with them in the

evening hours (6pm-8pm), but now that means arriving and visiting in the dark.
They live in the mountains and must climb steep trails in the dark to reach the
families that are open to hearing the gospel. Now they must take their children

as well. Please pray for their safety.



4, The rancho (pueblo) officials have said they must pay $500 (dollars) to
have water come to the house. Senen and Bernadita do not have the money.

They ask for your prayers for God's provision.

We wonder if it is not a "special* amount designed for them because they have

moved back and the officials think they are rich.

We can see that they will need a car to get to the foothills of the trails to
homesébut t he ySorde ofithesedidmesasekniles from where they

live.

Despite all of the tremendous difficulties that are facing them, they are looking for
opportunities to share the gospel. They have their eyes firmly on God, their

Comforter, and Pastor.

Thankyouforyour prayersé. En Su Servicio,

Summary: Progress in areas of communication has been established with

Senen and Marisol. This was one of the concerns for indigenous believers
returning to the homeland, open lines of communication. Senen has been
using his new email address at alocal internet café (via his son Manuel,
age thirteen) in Chalcatongo to communicate especially to the Papalote
church and Northern Light Ministries. Marisol also has established an
email address. Support money was sentto S e n e méwsbank account in

Chalcatongo. The FM Conference of Baja Norte has committed to some

ene



monthly support Senen and Marisol as well as providing an avenue for
others to help.
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An email to llene from Senen December 4, 2008

Dear Hermana llene,

This is brother Senen. | am writing this letter to greet you and desire that you are
well in the love of Christ, you and your husband Don. Please do not worry about
us, because we are all well, Sarah and Salmai and Manuel, me and my wife, we

are all well.

Look sister, we have been able to get the water and electricity installed this
week. | still need to buy a bathroom (probably an outhouse type).

There is good news sister! We had a little service on Sunday here in our house.
There were two children and two young people. Marisol was with the children
and they learned a scripture verse, Matthew 21:13.  &nd said unto them, It is

written, My house shallbecal | ed t he house of prayer?o

It was such a blessing to hear the children practicing their verse in our home.

| hope that you too can experience this joy with us because great is the work of
our God. Do not worry because | am a man who trusts in God.

Marisol received her offering and is trying to administer the funds according to

the will of God. My wife and Manuel send much love and greetings to you.



Please translate this letter to our American brothers and sisters so that they will
continue to pray for this pueblo that if full of darkness. Please pray for us on
December 8" as it is a fiesta day to the idols of this village.

May the Lord bless you,

Senen
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Elli Quesada December 2008
We would like to thank Elli Quesada and his family for hostingSenend s

family and Marisol during the Christmas vacation time. This was a time of

encouragement and retreat from the new ministry in the Chalcatongo area.
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Email from Senen January 5, 2008

Hermanos,
| write this letter to greet you, and to know how you are because we are very

well, thanks to the Lord.

We (my wife, three children and Marisol) went to Mitla, Oaxaca (over the
Christmas holiday) where Hermano Eli Quesada lives. My wife had a joyful time

because we went to the ruins in Mitla.



After returning we went to Plan de Ayala to celebrate the New Year with my
sister Margarita (Ma r i s ol 6 $ where dll bfehe family had gathered. | was
able to share a little of the love of Christ. We all prayed together, all of us

together! (This is a huge breakthrough that the family would allow Senen to

pray and all pray together.)

| ask a favor that you would pray for Joaquin Ruiz and his family because they
have three sons that want very much to learn about the Word of God. One is 12

years old, another is 14 and the youngest is 9 years old.

Also | want the brothers in Christ to know that | have been named the Police

Assistant in my town of Chapultepec.

(Each man receives a cargo which is an unpaid job that helps govern the
town. We have been praying that the job that Senen would receive would
not cause him harm because of his stand for Christ. We do not know yet
what his job as Police Assistant entails, but we have hoped that he will not
be persecuted for his stand against drinking and participating in drunken
fiestas held and sponsored by the town several times in the year.) Cargo is

discussed in the dissertation on pp. 71-73.)

My wife sends her greetings to you and we hope to hear from you soon. God

bless you,



Hermano Senen
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Email from Marisol to llene January 5, 2009

Hermana llene,

| write to tell you that | am well, thanks to the Lord. Forgive me for not having
written you. It is because | donoét
writing more in the future.

| want you to know that in the beginning when | came that | had many trials with
me family but thanks to God now my family is listening and | ask for your prayers
because GOD WILLING next week | am going to meet with my cousins to share
the Lord with them. | have been talking with them and now they are in

agreement to listen.

Also for a little while now | have been teaching the children in Chapultepec in the
home of my uncle Senen. The children are very happy. Pray for me because

there are many problems going on in my family and | have to be strong. Pray for

my Aunt Catalinads health because her

shared Christ with her. She listened. Pray for her health and her salvation and
for all of her family also. Continue praying for my brothers and sisters that they
will come to God. Greetings to all and take care.

God bless you, Marisol
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Email from Marisol to llene January 20, 2009

God bless you hermana.

| hope that you continue to recover from asthma and that you are well. It was
wonderful to read your letter and thank you for encouraging me and praying for

me.

| write to tell you | am so thankful to the Lord. Sunday | was in Chapultepec with
the children teaching them and they are very happy and they are very excited
about learning. Pray for them. Their names are ltzel, Omar, Sara, Salmai. With
your prayers there will be more. Pray also for the youth that that they continue
coming as well. On Sunday | was with my nephew Luis and he told me that he
wants to learn about God. This was the first day that he has come since we
began November 30". We are so thankful to the Lord because we are seeing

answers to our prayers.

Pray for my dad because | asked him if we could have meetings at our house
and he told me 6nob. But | hope that he w
Yuri, Avigail, Gui, Yadira and Nati want to begin a Bible study. Pray that the Lord

continues to speak to their lives and that one day they will come to know God.
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Goodbye. | love you very much.
Marisol. God bless you very much.
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To FM Conference Baja Norte - from Senen February 8, 2009

Brothers in Christ, by way of this letter for me it is an enormous pleasure to be
able to greet you by this manner to communicate and desire when you read
these simple words that you will be enjoying good health as brothers in Christ
Jesus for we by the grace of our great God and our savior Jesus Christ find

ourselves well.

After my short and humble greeting | will continue to the following. First | hope
that it will be a bother for you to have me taking the trust to write you as a church.
Brothers first of all thanks to God for his blessing economically and your prayers
because we are well, ready to continue with the Word of God in this village filled

with darkness.

For the moment | continue with the children and young people. As you already
know, Marisol is in charge of the children and the young people with a total of 12
persons that meet each Sunday and soon we think we can begin Thursdays.

Lord willing.
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I, for my part am a bit worried because they have named me an auxiliary
(policeman) in my village and | have to be there Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. For this reasons, | ask brothers that you pray much for us because
nothing is easy with people filled with idolatry en their minds. This month they

will celebrate the carnival.

Also | have connected with other brother missionaries who encouraged me very
much. We were able to visit a brother en Christ in Yosondua where his
testimony encouraged me a lot. Brothers, be of good cheer because of what the

Lord is doing in this place.

| have tried to share with all the people with whom | have contact and we are
demonstrating Godoés | ove to them. Al so my

companions in school, Manuel and Sara.

Now we have electricity and drinkable water. | am trying to construct a little
bathroom. Thanks to God | was able to learn a little block laying with the group
at the Bible Institute because it would cost a lot to hire someone in this place to

do the work.

That is all for the moment brothers. Pray much for us because God wants to do

to do something in Plan de Ayala where Mar

start a cell group there with Marisol s f a
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Greeting from us to all,

God bless you, Senen

Unfortunately the FMC of Baja Norte has
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Email from Senen March 2009

Hermano y hermana (brother and sister Nagle),

| want to encourage you as missionaries and teachers of the Bible Institute, and
my brother Don with his doctorate. You cover thousands of miles traveling for
God and have the experience of what it is like to suffer. | ask, sister, that you
encourage the next missionaries of Instituto Biblico Baja that they grab onto God

Almighty for this is not easy.

| write this letter to know how you are. | greet you because we are good, thanks
to God. After my short and humble greeting | pass on to the following.
Hermana, | hope that your health is good because we, my children Manuel, Sara

y Salmai and my wife are all in good health.

Look hermana, we received your letter and we are so happy because you have
not stopped writing to us. Hermana, we ask you a favor, to please pray for us
here in this place that is so difficult. The carnival (a drunken fiesta honoring
idols, gods and saints) that just finished in this village has discouraged tow of the

children named Omar and Isai.
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| would like you to know that on the 30™ of April were want to have something
special here in our house for the children (who have been attending services in
their home). We want to invite all the parents of the children that meet with us

also. Please be praying for that day.

On March the 9" the three families that live here close together, talked and
decided to repair the trail that leads up to where we live. Now we can enter up to
where | live and they gave my Uncle Abundio permission to drive his car up the

trail to where he lives. They are very happy.

Another thing, with the little time that we have here in this place, | have felt what
it is like to be missionaries. | see people in groups talking about their gods. They
invite us to join them, but we are always in the hand of God as not to

contaminate ourselves with them.

| as am an assistant to the police chief, | am always with the chief of police. |

see this as a difficult task but for our great God everything is possible.
I n Plan de Ayala (Marisolds puebl o), they

recently they saw a young man fall who returned from San Quintin (that said he

was a Christian and everyone knew that he was a Christian) by participating in
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the fiesta carnival and became drunk with others in his home that were gathered

for the fiesta.

For this reason, hermana, you need to pray for our Marisol that God will use her

greatly. Also | want to let you know that | bought a little cart to sell tacos. My

partner is my cousin who has a car to move us about. We begin the 19" of

March, but most important of all is that they (my cousin) are reached for God.

This is the primary purpose and thené the

Your brother in Christ, Senen
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Email from Marisol to llene March 2009

Hello Hermana,

| hope that this letter finds you in good health and thanks to God | am well.

I havendét written very faithfully to you
me leave much because | have a sister that is sick a lot and | have to be here
with her. My father leaves often and the rest of my siblings study. | will try to

write you as often as | can.

| ask that you continue praying for my family. The enemy is doing many things to
prevent them from coming closer to knowing God. | at the moment continue in

Chapultepec teaching the children and for this | am very thankful to God. They

16



are very encouraged and have a lot of desire to continue learning. | hope soon
and with the grace of God to also be able to start a study in my home in Plan de
Ayala. There are children here but their mothers do not let them leave, but |

believe that God is going to do a work in their hearts.

Please pray because it is very difficult as | am in the midst of people that are in
darkness.
God bless you both very much. Marisol.
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Phone call from Chalcatongo April 2009

LuzElena, Senen and Bernarditads ol dest daught

Bernardita this past Wednesday. Here are some of the highlights:

Senen does not feel that he shouldleavehi s | it ttlee did |toax klouz EI e
graduation, June 14th in Ensenada. Besides he would not be given permission
to leave Chapultepec and his work as police assistant. They are afraid he

woul dnot come back.

The towns authorities are very please with Senen and are asking him all the time
to stay and not to | eave ag @&emmorepeofelilkey sai d
you here, men who donét drink and are hard worke

Senends t esnakingrem impact.
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The family is content and the children are happy. Sara will be graduating from
kindergarten and Manuel from 6th grade, also in June. This would make it very

difficult for them to leave.

Bernardita was very emotional when she related how that the Lord is answering
prayer in Plan de Ayala where Marisol lives. Things had become so difficult for
Marisol that she asked her uncle and aunt not to go visit her parents for a while.
Marisol also talked about moving into the house with Senen and Berna because
it was getting so bad. Senen encouraged Marisol to continue on and that they

would pray, but of course that if necessary she could move in with them.

Last Saturday Senen and Berna and family went again to Plan de Ayala. Many
family members were home. Senen sent Manuel for soda to share with the
family. This gesture of love seems to have broken the chains of resistance
toward them. The family did not run off into the woods. Some even asked

Senen questions about Christian Holy Week.

Sunday Marisol came to teach the children as usual in the little home service with

Senen and Berna. She reported that her parents had been shocked that Senen

and Berna came again and acted with such love even after they had been

treatingthe m s o badl y. Mari sol s mot her even en

sons to go and visit Senen and talk to him about God. She even said that Senen
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and Berna were good and loving people.

Praise God!! ContinueDgondt poathet sAporl tae

Wel |l é. t hings di dn @acooqrd. Sem ewme Islaiwi,t M1t men go

have to find something else to sellé and i
and his cousin and his children went to se
andat e up all the tacos! ! They all had a d
for this kind and gentl e man. I al ways kn

What a riot!! The Lord now needs to give him a new idea for making extra

income.

Responses from llene Nagle
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Email from Senen May 2009

Dear E-Team,

We are so excited to send you the first photos from Oaxaca since Senen and

Berna have arrived.... PLUSé a new letter. Photos on pages 22-24.

The photos were mostly taken by Manuel. We have been asking them to try and

find a way to learn how to send photos. Praise God for these precious glimpses

of the work in Chalcatongo.
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April is the month for planting corn. The people are subsistence livers. This crop
of corn will dry on the stalks and be harvested next December. They will take it to
the mill for grinding and they live on this corn all year long. Notice the small
baskets around their waists. These contain the corn kernels they are planting.

The field was plowed by a team of bulls with an oak log as the blade.

Therestofthephot os are of the Chi ISénmnemds Dayef i &:
are two photos of the little church members. One photo is outside. Manuel is

standing inthedoorway of Senends hoatse taking that p

Pl ease pray for this Ilittle flock of preci
word will penetrate their hearts through the love and actions of his servants:
Senen, Bernardita, Marisol, Manuel, Sara, and Salmai. Here is the letter: From

llene to email to supporters.

Hermanos Don and Aylin (llene) May 2009

By this method of communicating | am able to greet you. | hope this finds you

in good health because as for us we are good, thanks to the Lord. After this

brief greeting | will continue on to the following.

Hermano y hermana, thanks to the Lord first for all that has happened here in

Chal catongo, for you and for all those pr
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Chalcatongo. God is responding because May 3™ we celebrated Chi | dr en d's

Day.

| want to tell you so that you will rejoice with us. Our God is All Powerful
because he answered our prayers that he mothers of the children that have
always been with us on Sundays (at our services) came this day. There were

22 persons in total.

Continue praying and together we will raise up the work here in Chalcatongo!

We are sending photos so that you can know the children and their mothers.

For our part, Hermana llene, our plans are that Bernardita will leave for Baja
California the 30™ of May with my little Sara and my little Salmai (traveling by
bus). Manuel and | will stay here so as not to leave the children of the church
alone. Doné6t worry about tosrplanbaeaa use it

they are.

We love you and Don very much and when | think of you | lapse into crying
for you (in missing us), but also it is very important to serve our Lord because
one day there will be no excuse if we have not done what we could do. |
cannot leave many days because of my work here at municipal center as

assistant to the police chief. Senené6s car gotothepolceshiebt ant
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The reason my wife wants to leave on the 30" is because she wants to be with
our daughters (Luz Elena who will be graduating from seminary June 14", and
Elizabeth and her baby son) for 20 days.

Our Sarita is graduating from pre-school the 30" of June and they must return

for her graduation.

Please greet all of the brothers and sisters who are praying for the work in
Chalcatongo, especially brother Calvin and his family, and brother Harlan and

his family.

Brother Senen, Chalcatongo, 2009

Planting corn with family members - April 2009
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May 3,2009-Ch i | dr e.mMébtlsers deading the Bible.

/jo'*. 45 -')\.
- Wy b

Senen preaching May 2009 i notice his charts behind him and his stack of Bibles
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Senendés church May 2009

Baae i ‘4‘. k

Senen and Sister Marta walking near Plan de Ayala. The picture taken in 2007
is now a mural in our ministry house in Papalote as a prayer reminder for
all.
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Email from Marisol May 7, 2009

Hola hermana Aylin, (llene)

Through this letter | have the pleasure of greeting you. | hope that you and your
husband are well. | am well thanks to God. After my short and humble greeting |
pass on to the following. For the moment | continue with the children in
Chaputepec with the help of God, with battles and testing, but the Lord is helping
me in everything. Things are going well and the numbers of children are
growing.

Two children and one adolescent have begun to come from Plan de Ayala,
because recently those with whom | share have been more open to the gospel.
Soon | hope to begin classes here in Plan de Ayala.

(Prayer requests):

1 Please pray that all will conform to the will of God.

1 There is a sect here in Plan de Ayala with whom | have shared Christ that
believe in witchcraft and things of the world. | believe that the Lord

has a plan for this community, Plan de Ayala.

1 Pray also, that the Lord will continue giving me wisdom and understanding

how to continue sharing with these people.

That is all for now. God bless you.

Marisol
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(Notice the following picture as Marisol in her humble way presents the Lord to

children and mothers.)

Mari sol and Manuel making a presentation f
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Bernardita returns with two youngest children June 2, 2008
This is a conversation with Bernadita after her arrival back from Oaxaca
after six months in Chapultepec, (Bernadita as arrived for the graduation of
Luz Elena, her oldest, from a four year Seminary in Ensenada).

llene records her conversation with Bernadita.

Jour nal with Be4 20809 s Vvisité June
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Today | sat with Berna and she continued to fill me with praise and thanksgiving

to the Lord for her ser v thvedosthenenstrythat at t it

the Lord has called them to do.

She shared about some of the customs and how God has directed them to work

through them.

1. Throwing food and drink on the ground before eating.

AThis is a custom t hat ehenhavetalkgdaboutr ong. 0
it and feel that it is a sacrifice to the gods.
Throwing food on the ground before planting is to assure that the gods

are appeased and they will have a good harvest.

Berna recounted the following: Their children came to them and asked
why people threw food and drink on the ground before eating. It was then
that they began to consider why. Some of the older family members told

them it was a gift to the gods.

The rains came in April and everyone (men, women and children) left
whatever they were doing to go and plant their seeds in the ground. The
elderly women prepared food for the planting crews and made extra for
the sacrifices and offerings. Senen and Berna watched this ritual as they
helped their neighbors and extended families plant their corn fields.
When it came time for Senen and Berna to plant their field Berna went to

Tia Marta who was preparing the food fo
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coming to ask you a very big favor and want you to consider doing this for
us. We are Christians and believe in the one true God and that He will
bless our crop. Please do not offer sacrifices to the gods on our field. We

trust i n God. o

Much to her surprise Tia Marta agreed. There will be many watching
Senen and B ehisyeabtssearhow tipea crdp grows because
they did not offer sacrifices to the gods to protect their crop. They also
planted beans and squash among the young corn stocks when the bulls

came to furrow in May.

Berna has noticed, since they often eat with Tia Marta that she is not

throwing food on the ground in front of them any longer.

. As one passes by the Catholic Church the custom is to make the sign of
the cross. The children made fun of Manuel because he did not do this.
He told theméi sitli aatmm andCham not obligatec

The children stopped taunting him.

. Fiestas have deep roots. All fiestas have Catholic names but those
names mask the true names of the gods the indigenous are really
worshiping during these fiestas. Fiestas mean eating a meal as a

communityé which is followed by a weeke
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drunkenness. There have been a couple of smaller fiestas since Senen
and Berna have returned.

Their decision has been to go to the meal shared by the community and
eat and drink soda with them, but then to retire and return home. This has
been accepted by the rancho and no one has been offended. Senen and
Berna were not sure how the community would receive their stand. By
participating in this community event to a degree they are sending the

message of Qolidednsthisworld duénot be of this world.

(John 17:19) As you sent me into the world, | also have sent them into the
world.

4. As part of his cargo, Senen has become a very respected and loved

figure in the d6dauthorityo. The author

assistant to the police chief as it were. The chief (authority) left Senen
alone one day to take care of business at the municipal building. He
helped ladies set up meetings and bought soda for their meeting and
helped them with the agenda etc. They left him a 60 peso tipé (about

$5).

When the authority returned Senen handed him the tip. The chief was
puzzled and Senen told him heéeeladesnot

had said for him to go and buy a soda for all his hard work for them. The

chief was a bit taken aback and sai d,
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tip.o Here, |l etds share it. So Senen

30 pesos.

Following this incident the authority sent out the word that Senen was an
honest and upright man. He could have pocketed the 60 pesos, but he did

not do that. His stature in the community is even greater now.

5. Berna told me that sranche Rlangde Ayalasid er 6 s
key to the salvation of many. His sister is even more important. She

holds a lot of authority in the family and the family is extensive. She has

been very hard and resistant to the gospel. Marisol is her daughter.

Marisol lives with the family now, but has considered leaving once again

because of the mistreatment and heavy responsibilities they put upon her
because of her faith. She has asked her father if she can have a Bible

study at the house. So far he has rejected this idea. She continues to

pray and hold this up to her heavenly father.

We had a mural painted on our new ministry house wall. It is of Senen
and his sister walking ahead of us in the mountains of Oaxaca. Each time
we see this painting we send up a prayer for the soul of this sister. Senen
is grieved because of her unbelief. But he prayed for 3 years for his
brothers Lazaro and Lino to accept Christ. Now all three serve the Lord

are in full time ministry.
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There is a way to reach Plan de Ayala from Chapultepec in a taxi. But the

road i s rough &irigor maer égré thankthere is a climb

up the mountain to Mar20mmnlte8.s homeé anot
From Senends house in Chapultepec there
the 7500 foot level to about 8000 feet on a pure sharp rock trail. The

family travels to Plan de Ayala once a week to share the Love of God.

They borrow a gentle donkey that carried the little girls and sometimes

Manuel gets a ride. The little girls cannot climb the steep path.

6. Berna told me that the life of the women of Chalcatongo is very difficult.
They do not buy much food. They take the dried corn from the milpa to
the mill to be ground nowadays instead of grinding it by hand. And yet
that is a long walk with a heavy burden. They feed and water the
animals (chickens, turkeys, pigs, goats, sheep, and donkey). To feed
them they have to move them to different locations. They have to carry

the water (no hoses, no water pipes or taps).

The women prepare all meals from scratch, do all the laundry by hand on
a cement washboard which destroys the clothing rapidly. Food is cooked
over a wood fire. Firewood must be continually gathered by taking the

donkey up into the mountains and loading him down with dry sticks. It is

not uncommon for the donkey to bolt and scatter the wood just gathered.
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There are no flat roads, all up and down mountains, no paved roads

where they gather woodé only steep shar

The women help their husbands with clearing the milpa fields. As their

children grow the need for larger milpas grow. Below a very shallow layer

of dirt is pure rock. The rock must be removed. A hole is dug by chipping

away the rock with a crow bar and pick. Then wood is burned in the hole

to create cracks in the rock. Then the men hammer away at the rock with

a pickéwhich eventually shatters the ro
eye and teeth damage from splintering rock. The wives then gather the

rocks into buckets and either sell it or use it for trail making.

Meals consist of hand making tortillas from the ground corn meal and

beans. On festive occasions they make tamales or pozole (a hominy soup

with chicken or pork). Food variety is limited. The altitude and climate in

addition to corn, beans and squash permits only pear trees to flourish.
However very interestinglyé just about
town called Yosondua. Here the climate is tropical and bougainvillea and

banana trees, orange and lemon trees flourish, all varieties of fruits and

veggies are available in season, but not in Chalcatongo.

When a woman runs low on cash she must take one of her animals to

market to sell. Hopefully she will sell a goat or sheep or pig in
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Chalcatongo, the local market center, on Thursdays. If there are no
children in the family the woman also has to tend the sheep and goats
which means that she will travel the mountain paths on foot finding

pasture for them during the day.

Berna said, AHer man atwowomeansithmy and thikingpgever s
together as we are doing right now. They would be up cooking or making

somet hing, never relaxing, never restin
day of rest. AYes, on Sundays, althoug
asked her if she thought it would ever be possible to hire someone to help

her so that she would be freer to minister to the women. She thought that

perhaps that might be a possibility but it would depend upon their income

and also it would have to be after Senen completes his cargo as assistant

to the police chief. They do not know what kind of work he will be able to

do after the cargo ends. The little taco cart did not work out. They had to

pay someone to mover the cart to the town center. With the amount of

money that it took to move the cart and the amount of food the children

ate from the cart, it did not work out. We laughed and laughed. We know

that God will provide a way for them to make some income. We must be

praying about that.

*llene Nagle translated conversation with Bernadita*
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| 1 e rnpeages request list after talking with Berna today:
1. That God will multiply that milpa to outshine all other milpas in all of
Chal catongoé to demonstrate his power a

project!! That all of Chalcatongowilhearof Senen and Bernaos

Berna said, AWe come as campesinos (fie
Hi gh God, we did not come as pastors in
referring to the clothing as such, but the attitude that comes with the suit

and tieé. | ofdhim manbablaber. al |

2. Protection and strength, wisdom and power for Manuel and Senen.
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Email from Manuel (Son of Senen) to llene June 5, 2009

Hello Hermana Aylin (llene),

Thank you for your letter that you sent to encourage me. | too hope that soon |
will be able to be in Papalote enjoying my friends. It is true what you say about
the stories in the Bible. | am very content. My dad and | always pray br you (and
Don) because you always encourage us. | hope that someday God will repay you

in heaven.

My dad and | are going to receive a group of Bible school students for three days

from Oaxaca City this Friday. Pray for us that God will give us the visdom that

we need and that all will go according

Damian, and he is from Oaxaca City.

God bless you very much, Mefio
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Mountain taxi.
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Email from Marisol June 7, 2009

The email bring a joyous report of the first converts

Hola Hermana llene,

| hope as you read my letter that it finds you well. | give thanks to God that | am
well. It gave me much pleasure to read your letter. | am writing to tell you that
the brothers from Oaxaca were here working Friday, Saturday and today,
Sunday. They left for Oaxaca (City) at 11 a.m. They were a great blessing.
They worked with Tio Abundio and he accepted Christ. Also they went to my

house and my father also received Christ. Thanks to God because it gives me
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so much joy for what God is doing here. The Lord has great things to do here

and | keep on working with the help of God.

Also | am so pleased to know that you are coming. | am praying that all will be in
Godos will . My need right now is an
the moment. May the Lord bless and keep you, hermana.

Marisol
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Benni and Nati June 15, 2009
Benni will graduate from IBB this coming Sunday. Today Benni and his wife Nati

completed their first orientation meeting involving their plans to return to Plan de
Ayala. He wants to return in January 2010. Discussion about his support was

one of the topics.

Tk kA kA ko ko ko ko ko ok
Benni 6s graduation June 21, 2009
Today Benni graduates from Bible Institute of Baja. God has prepared another
Mixteco for the mountains of Oaxaca. He and his wife Nati will be moving back
to Plan de Ayala in 2010.

Kk ko k ko kA ko ke ko ko ko ko koo ke ook
Senends pllhsheep steaing July 16, 2009
Senen called Ramon the pastor of Papalote Church and Director of the Bible

Institute of Baja. It was reported that Senen had return visitors from Oaxaca City
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after the converts of June. These visitors were from an evangelical organization
that sends ministry team from a local Bible school to do practicum in the state of
Oaxaca. On their first visit they spent three days working with Senen and his

family. Through their help the first two converts accepted Christ.

On the return trip Senen perceived the leader to say that he was not competent
to working alone. The leader of the group mentioned to Senen that he could
send a pastor Senen could work under. Senen felt threatened. Senenis a
pastor and graduate of Bible Institute of Baja. These converts are his family
me mber s. Hi s response was, Al canot

churches of Baja Norte Conference, | am the pastor here.0 The conference is will

be sending Beni in January 2010.

After conversations with the group leader by Pastor Ramon all seems to be well
for now. Help and encouragement are necessary for Senen and Marisol to
succeed, but if groups come in a threatening way, more damage could occur
than value in coming. This incident was not one of the challenges we
thought the Oaxacan missionaries would face. Butitis a behavior common
to new works in Latin American countries according to Dr. Sam Burton, long time
missionary and Professor from San Diego.
-
Senendés Email August 25, 2009

Brothers Don and Aylin (llene),
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Through this way of communicating permit me to greet you and hope that you
are well. Thanks to the Lord we are all well. After this short greeting | pass on to

the following.

Sister, | believe this will be my last letter because it is soon that you will leave on
the airplane for Oaxaca. | want to tell you some testimonies of what God is
doing here in Chalcatongo so that brother Don will be rejoicing and not feel so
tired (from the arthritis pain). He is a brave man, a man of God. It is not
important how old he is because he has fought much. The enemy is using this to
block his work because the enemy knows we are not one of his children, but
children of the Great King. My brother Don one day will be with the King of
Kings, our Lord of Lords, and God of all gods and will receive a crown which

depends upon our work . (Dondét you |l ove this??

This month of August has been a month with many blessings because we have
been able to share the message of God with a man who is now a child of God.

He was known for drinking all the time and would scream with great force at all

the people of Chapultepec. He i s known

moment we arrived he was in my prayers to God. He now has accepted God.
He is now calm. All of the people are in silence. Those of you who wait to hear
from usébelpaseing stronglyé because

wake up.
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A few days later we received another man in our home that was having problems

in his marriage. This man also accepted Christ and a few days later reconciled

with his wife. Buthe livesin Mexi co City but promised to
road. | believe this man may be able to bring my sister, Claudia, to know the

Lord, because he is her father-in-law.

A few days later two women arrived with needs. We were praying with them.

One of them lives in Mexico City. It came to my mind that no matter how far

away shelives;God can do a work in her |ifeé for
possible!

That is all for the moment, may God bless you. Greetings to Dwight and Sara

(Hires),

Brother Senen
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llene and Luz Elena month trip to Chalcatongo September 2009

llene and Luz Elena traveled to Chalcatongo and Chapultepec for the full

month of September. They were greeted by Senen, Bernadita, and Marisol

with open arms. llene brought a sewing machine and other gifts for the

family. She spent her time sewing skirts for the ladies and teaching the

Pentateuch to the missionaries and a few others. Because she was invited

by Senends family bgbdz aEcempapbedends ol de:

daughter) the visit was well received.
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This is a report by llene upon her return October 2009

Dear All,

Can | say that it has been an exciting ride so far! There were constant changes
of plans in our trip to Chalcatongo. Arrived in Oaxaca City and our driver,
another missionary, was unable to take us the same day. A hospitality house
with Wycliff was located and we unloaded all of our luggage and groceries we
purchased for the month at the hospitality house and slept for about an hour. We
had already been up for nearly 24 hours. Then we received word that there was
a strike planned for teacher the following morning and all roads would be blocked

for the next four days.

So at 9 p.m. Luz and | took a whirlwind ride with the missionaries to a bus and
got on the last bus to Tlaxiaco. This was three hour ride. We arrived in Tlaxiaco
at midnight and asked about finding a hotel. But we found a taxi driver instead
who agreed to take us to Chalcatongo for about the same cost. We needed to
use the restroom so he took us to his house and then off we went. God opened
the doors for us to share the gospel with him. He said he wanted to give his life
completely to God and to change, but
knew the texts of the gospel verses and Luz Elena read the scriptures from the
light of her cell phone. He saidtous,| d o n Gttwastbyhcoimciklence that you

came to Tlaxiaco so late at night and | am the one to drive you to Chalcatongo. |
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told him, yes, God does make divine appointments and he wants you to know
that he loves you and has a plan for your life. He was very hesitant to leave Luz
and me alone in the dark at the bottom of the mountain where Senen and Berna
live, but he did. | encouraged him to use the return time in his taxi to talk with
God and give his life and heart to him. Please pray forthisman. | don &t

remember his name.

The moon was bright and round and with the light of the moon Luz climbed the
steep mountain to awaken her folks who did not know we were coming that

night. It had rained the day before the trail was pure mud. | waited at the bottom
of the hill with just a few pieces of our luggage and soon heard voices and
flashlights coming down the hill. It was so wonderful so see Senen and Berna
again. It was a great reunion. We climbed the mountain in the light of the moon
and spent some hours talking then we were shown our little cabin where we
spend the night. It is further up the hill. Kind of scary to climb a rocky muddy trail
at night but | did it. The altitude was getting to me by the time we fell into bed...

clothes not changed for two day....who cared... not us!

Since then the neighbors and children of the area have come one by one to greet
us and to talk. It has been wonderful. Berna cooks over an open fire but soon
things will be better for her. They are waiting for boards to be sawn so Senen
can build her a little cook house and build a fireplace up to the level of her waist

so she doesndt have to sit o nShasuffeisfioyn
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the smoke because the fire is inside the same building that is used for the

services.

| walked down the mountain and back up again two times now, yes puffing but
quickly recover. Itis a good half mile climb straight up. God is giving me

strength.

Tonight.... Thursday night... S e n e chdreh has invited many people to come
and meet Luz and myself. There is a going to be a feast of beef and chicken
mole. He is going to introduce me and | will share about the mission work of
NLM and that | have come to love the people by making skirts and getting to
know them, not to bring money. Then the ladies will be selecting their fabric for
skirts. They want to come and watch me make the skirts so that some day they
can sew as well. | am not that great of a seamstress ... that is not my hobby, but
| know what to do. So pray that the Lord will give me great grace in this work of

love. | am very excited.

Yesterday morning early, Senen, Berna, Luz, | and the children climbed the
mountain behind their house to a wonderful place of prayer. There we prayed
together for a couple of hours. The view was breathtaking and the fellowship
more than sweet. We read the scriptures and shared what God has been
teaching us. Senen has grown so much in Christ. He is unstoppable in his

evangelistic fervor. He is the assistant policeman, but his firearm is LOVE. And
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oh, how the people have responded. Berna loves the ladies with a sweet tender

heart of compassion and giving. She reaches out to the lonely and the needy.

We rode in a pickup taxi twice into Chalcatongo from the highway. The taxi

drivers two young sons have been the two most faithful children in the church.

They love the Lord with all of their hearts. Joaquin is coming to the celebration
tonight. He needs the Lord. Hearts are open and hungry for love and forGo d 6 s
love.

There is so much more that | can share but | ¢ a rnwiité it all. Your prayers are

felt. I also had the opportunity to share Christ with a young man on the plane.

He cried and thanked me for sharing with him. He too is seeking God. “Seek me

and | shall be found™ says the Lord. This young man will find God.

| am writing from an internet cafe in Chalcatongo on market day. We came to eat
breakfast together... a wonderful mutton soup and tortillas. The fotos will tell

more of the story. | will write each time | come into Chalcatongo.

Here is how you can pray forus: T o n i gérniticé, shat the Lord will touch
hearts to know that He truely is the one true God and that he has a plan for their
lives, that God will forgive their sins and make them new creatures. This is the
only hope. Their hopes are so vacant right now. Their fears are so real. Love

these people through your prayers for them.
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In His Service,

llene , Aylin

Senen and Berna® home.
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Our sleepin

g cabin.

Ruiz ham someday.
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Biggest corn in town. Luz and Manuel
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Climbing the hill.

Florintina preparing chilis for mole.
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Family cornfield.jpg

This concludes the trip in 2009.

kkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkhkkhhhhkhkhkhkkkkhkhhhhkhhhhkkkhhhkhhhhkhhhkkkkkhhhhhhhhhkkhhhkhhhkhkhhhhkkkkhhhhhkikix

The saga continues

The saga continues on with the purchase of a Molina to grind corn, 2010. This

tool will help to make money and develop relationships with the people in the
community. A big thanks to the Cascade FM Church of Sublimity, Oregon to

help purchase is machine.
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The molina machine make dough for tortias.

Senends Brother Past ®igo(RichardaandRigo &elBBhar d, an

students) taking a short term mission trip to Chalcatongo to aid Senen in

planning, April 2010. They stayed three weeks. Richard and Rigo graduated

inJune 2010.

Diego (IBB graduate 2010) marriages Luz in the summer, July 2010. Senen

and family returns to Papalote for the wedding.
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Beni, Caro, and Nati arriving in Plan de Ayala in fall 2010. This rancho is few

kilometers from Chapultepec.

llene, Richard and Pastor Ramon return in February 2011 to help Beni

start his house. Bible study with women, blanket making, shelve

construction, and benches for the church were built.
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Dearest E-Team, (E-Team report on February 2011 trip)

We have returned

Pastor Ramon and | arrived in Papalote, flying in from Oaxaca (City) to Tijuana

and then driving my car home, late Thursday evening. It was so good to see our

spouses. It made us appreciate them even more being away for two weeks. The
nightsandear 'y mornings were down in the | ow 30
to wear all of our clothes plus jackets and sweaters inside sleeping bags and

covered with quilts to keep warm during th

again, snuggling with Don at night.

The weather 1isndét much different here in P
snowed in the mountains just above us. Pe

mountains for years.
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Another Soul Added to the Family of God

A couple of days before we leftforhome t here was a knock on Se
young man was there asking for the pastor to come and pray for his great-

grandmother. He and his mom had come from Jefferson, Oregon to see her as

she was near death. He and his mom are Christians and go to the little church

that Don and | have visited before. There are many Christians there from

Chal catongo. We visit one family in part.i
Mendoza.
Buté Ophelia (his mom) didndét know how to

Senen, Berna, the little girls, Beni, Nati, and Marisol grabbed their flashlights and

went on a long trek in the dark to share Christ with this 92 year old lady. They

found her on her death bed. She is blind and very hard of hearing. The
neighbors had aready come and were preparing food fo
wake, expecting her to die that night. It is custom to stay with the body for less

than 24 hours, eating and in quiet conversation. It was one of the neighbors that

told Ophelia that Senen was a pastor.

Senen began speaking with the elderly lady in Mixteco Alto in a very loud voice.

He shared the Good News with her and asked her if she believed that Jesus was

the true God who suffered for her, died, and rose again so that she might be able

tolive with Him in heaven. She yelled out AS
Senen in Mixteco Alto this dear lady accepted Christ as her personal Savior.

There was no doubt that all could hear!
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A couple of days later Ramon and | were at the bus station and a lady came up

to us and introduced herself as Ophelia. She told us that her grandmother until

that trip had refused to hear about Jesus. But that night after receiving Christ

she closed her eyes and went to sleep with the first smile she had seen on her
grandmot herdos face. But instead of dyingé
out of bed, and ate and began to do chores. The neighbors decided to go home.

What a testimony of the healing power of our Lord in body and soul.
The last week in Chalca

Thef i rst week Ramon and the men worked hard
home complete. Because of the location of the house they had to fill it in with 6
truckloads of dirt. Now the dirt is left to settle before they add a cement floor.

(photo included)

Ramon stayed in Chapultepec and began carpentry work for Senen and the

church. He made: 3 benches for the church; a bookcase for Senen; a pulpit;

repaired electricity and added lights and switches in the church room; put a new

roof on the kitchen so the smoke would leave the room; a light and plug in in the

kitchen; shelving for dishes and food for Berna; repaired sticking doors and put

on handles on doors; and | asgawforduhelitteOT | eas
girls and two swings. Smiles never left their faces. The neighborhood children

are also delighted.

Now, dear brothers who know carpentry, e.

wood planks to dry out by the time a new team comes because they had never
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seen shelves before and they wantthemtoo. JUST A HE ADleSadP!

the ladies to whom Senen and Berna are witnessing and loving to Christ.

Senen and Berna learned to make fleece blankets! A dear friend, Jane Poole,

wrote me and said, AWhy dondét you suggest
flfeece blankets as a business?o0 Jane inves
begin. |l thought that only Berna would be
Senen was thrilled with the idea and fAbesi
Bernao. T hey gaeatteana [They arenbathk perfeetionists. Senen

also wants to make shawils.

| explained that when they first sell the blankets that is NOT profit. They must
purchase more fabric first and what is | ef
A May be whhwetadisugh a hard time with our business in Papalote. We

di dnot know that. o

We arendét sure yet where to get more fabri

look in Oaxaca for them.

We took one afternoon to visit beautiful waterfalls in Yosondua. A new cable
footbridge was just finished and really high above the canyon. We all took deep
breaths and took the challenge. It was worth it even when the bridge was

swinging in the wind. The beauty was incredible.

Senen's uncle and aunt invited us to a Tamale and Coffee breakfast one

morning. So delicious were the tamales they made us cry (too enchiloso or hot).
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But it was great. Tia Marta's heart is softening toward the Lord. Tio Abundio has

been a faithful child of God for the past two years.
Intercessory Prayer & Praise Opportunities

Praise: t wo new sisters in Godos family (Ti a

grandmother)
Prayer to find fleece for blankets and shawls in the new business

Pray for the ministry needs that our missionar i es haveé that God

provide in His own way

Pray for unity in vision and ability to learn to work as a team (our

missionaries in Chalca)

Pray for Richard. He stayed to help Senen and Beni gather wood for cook
fires for the next year and to help with the cement floor. Pray that the Lord will
give him a godly wife. Richard desires to return some day as a missionary there.

We feel he needs more time in internship before we send him out.

Pray for Marisol. She has grown immensely in the Lord. Pray that the
Lord give her a godly husband. Pray for the new work of a class for children and
youth in Plan de Ayala. There are 12 faithful children at this time. Richard is

going to help her in the next month.

We continue to desire to know our Lord more and more. Don and | recently read
once again this verse in Philippians and it again impacted our hearts. Itis
comforting to know that fiGod is not done w

that are honorable to Him, but we nevertheless at times we fail.
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Philippians 1:6 ébeing confident of this v

good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ

Thank you, thank you to all who partnered with me and Don in prayer for the

Oaxaca trip and for Don in his class. God certainly did bless us and others.

En Su Servicio, llene

Ellie Quezada, Ramon Ross, Luz, Die g o , Ri c h a ilee is t&kimgtleen é

picture. Febrero es muy frio en Chapultepec.
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Beni 6 [bluMasa la Ayala.

Genesis study with llene and the women in Chapultepec
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Beni, Nati, and Caro

Selves for study books
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Senen, our lead pastor and family

Senen, Berna,
Mefio,
Sara, Salmai
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Richard stays an additional mont h moreéMar

To be continuedEé.
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